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CHAPTER VI.

" THE lieutenant now set up his theatre, and managed all
the rest. During the week, I readily observed that he often came
into the house at unusual hours, and I soon guessed the cause.
My eagerness increased immensely; for I well understood, that
till Sunday evening I could have no share in what was going on.
At last the wished-for day arrived. At five in the evening, my
conductor came and took me up with him. Quivering with joy,
I entered, and descried, on both sides of the frame-work, the
puppets all hanging in order as they were to advance to view.
I considered them narrowly, and mounted on the steps, which
raised them above the scene, and allowed me to hover aloft over
all that little world. Not without reverence did I look down be-
tween the pieces of board, and recollect what a glorious effect the
whole would produce, and feel into what mighty secrets I was now
admitted. We made a trial, which succeeded well.

" Next day, a party of children were invited: we performed
rarely; except that once, in the fire of action, I let poor Jonathan
fall, and was obliged to reach down with my hand and pick him
up again; an accident which sadly marred the illusion, produced
a peal of laughter, and vexed me unspeakably. My father, how-
ever, seemed to relish this misfortune not a little. Prudently
shrouding up the contentment he felt at the expertness of his
little boy, after the piece was finished, he dwelt on the mistakes
we had committed, saying it would all have been very pretty, had
not this or that gone wrong with us.

" I was vexed to the heart at these things, and sad for all
the evening. By next morning, however, I had quite slept on my
sorrow; and was blessed in the persuasion that, but for this one
fault, I had'played delightfully. The spectators also flattered me
with their unanimous approval; they all maintained, that though
the lieutenant, in regard to the coarse and the fine voic'es, had
done great things, yet his declamation was in general too stiff
and affected; whereas the new aspirant spoke his Jonathan and
David with exquisite grace. My mother in particular commended
the gallant tone in which I had challenged Goliath, and acted the
modest victor before the king.

" From this time, to my extreme delight, the theatre con-
tinued open; and as the spring advanced, so that fires could be